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Lighting of the Fires
Leader/All

We light a fire in the name of the Maker,

Who lit the world and breathed the breath of life for us…

We light a fire in the name of the Son,

Who saved the world and stretched out his hand to us…

We light a fire in the name of the Spirit,

Who encompasses the world 

and blesses our souls with yearning…



Lighting of the Fires

Leader/All

We light three fires for the trinity of love: 

God above us, God beside us, God beneath us:

The beginning, the end, the everlasting one.



The Incredulity of Saint Thomas
(Caravaggio | c. 1601–1602)



Why are today’s young people so anxious and depressed?

ARACY Report Card 2018; Mission Australia 2019 Youth Survey + Mental Health Report 2012–2018

“In 2014-15, 15.4 per cent of Australians aged 
18-24 years suffered high or very high psychological 

distress, up from 11.8 per cent in 2011. 
Suicide rates continue to increase amongst youth 

aged 15-24, rising from 10.3 (per 100,000 
population) in 2007 to 12.7 in 2016.”

https://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/364/filename/ARACY_Report_Card_2018_-_summary_of_selected_findings.pdf
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/youth-survey
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/youth-survey/1325-mission-australia-youth-survey-infographic-2019/file
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/youth-survey/1317-infographic-can-we-talk-seven-year-youth-mental-health-report-2012-2018/file




Why are today’s young people so anxious and depressed?

Billie Eilish, “Bury a Friend” (lyrics; lyric video; official video; articles here/here on millenihilism/angst)

“What do you want from me? 
Why don't you run from me?

What are you wondering? What do you know?
Why aren't you scared of me? 

Why do you care for me?
When we all fall asleep, where do we go? ... 

Bury a friend, I wanna end me. ...
For the debt I owe, gotta sell my soul

'Cause I can't say no, no, I can't say no
Then my limbs all froze and my eyes won't close

And I can't say no, I can't say no. Careful”

https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/lyrics/8506843/billie-eilish-bury-a-friend-lyrics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJqWZ3Zy5CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUHC9tYz8ik
https://deadset.press/2019/10/01/billie-eilish-millenihilism/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/february-web-only/billie-eilish-can-help-us-understand-teenage-anxiety.html


What is the good news of the gospel for young people who cry “I wanna’ end me”?
How might we connect and communicate with youth overwhelmed with fear and shame?

https://youtu.be/HUHC9tYz8ik
https://vimeo.com/319243161



https://youtu.be/HUHC9tYz8ik
https://vimeo.com/319243161
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUHC9tYz8ik


Call to Worship

[Leader] “Christ is risen!”

[Together] “He is risen indeed!”



Call to Worship

We gather:
a community of faith in God’s subversive kingdom.
We gather to celebrate

that no darkness can extinguish light,
to remember

that love will always be more powerful 
than death,

and to trust that
peace will always be stronger than violence.

We gather, 
a community of faith 
in God’s subversive kingdom



Your Story 
What does ‘witness’ 
look like for you?

How do you share the gospel? 

OR

What’s one doubt you must probe?

OR

Tell a story of why & how a young 
person you love left their faith

The Incredulity of Saint Thomas (Caravaggio study)
(Michael Miller | online here)

https://bluethumb.com.au/michael-miller/Artwork/the-incredulity-of-saint-thomas-caravaggio-study


Confession

Wondrous God, we confess that at times our 
doubts and fears override our hope and faith. 

Forgive us when we lose sight 
of the joy of Your love and instead 

fall into despair and gloom. 

[A few moments of silence for confession]

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Confession

Lift up our spirits, Lord, 
and help us to remember the promise 
of new life here and now, not just the 
hope of resurrection for the future. 
We give thanks for Your Son, 
Jesus the Christ, who continues to offer us 
new life, who continues to turn us around 
and upside down, who continues to 
break down the walls of death in our own life. 
Forgive us, restore us and renew us. 
In the name of our risen Saviour, 
Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen. 



Assurance of Pardon

The tomb is empty. 
The stone is rolled away. 
There is no darkness now, only light. 

God continues to renew us and restore us. 

We are forgiven, loved and restored, 
receiving the gift and promise of new life and 
resurrection to rise with our scarred Saviour. 

Go and share the wondrous news of God’s love 
in Jesus the Christ. Amen.





http://www.fallingplates.com/en#!/player


Disruptive Witness
Rethinking words 

for witness

https://youtu.be/IErzJuISJBA

Theological Critique: 
truth, goodness, beauty?

Cultural Critique:
Does it connect? With whom?

What would you change, and
what can you use in your own way?

https://youtu.be/IErzJuISJBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IErzJuISJBA




The LIFE changing habit of GRATITUDE and GRACE 
| Following the Way of Jesus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IErzJuISJBA


Gospelling
Rethinking words 

for witness

https://youtu.be/IErzJuISJBA

Theological Critique: 
truth, goodness, beauty?

Cultural Critique:
Does it connect? With whom?

What would you change, and
what can you use in your own way?

https://youtu.be/IErzJuISJBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IErzJuISJBA


Pt. 3, 111–161

L9 Themes of life 
and threads of decay

L10 Passion, commitment 
and disillusionment

L11 Gratitude, wonder, 
creativity and the dulling 
power of conformity

L12 Mending and bending



Pt. 3, 111–161

Question | 
what didn’t make sense?

Challenge |
what did you think was wrong?

Implication | 
what wisdom does this offer 
for being a holistic witness to 
a post-Christian generation?

Application | 
how might this help us share 
the good news of God’s reign?



When religious words 
are exhausted, 

yet we’re anxious 
for real hope,

how do we share the 
wonder of our world reborn 

when centred on Christ?

padlet.com/david_benson
/OpenBook



Practice | 

NOTICE
To whom is the Spirit 

drawing your attention—
your *one* person as 
intentional witness?

Wait on the Lord, 
and watch closely this week 

to discern what 
they want/desire.

Pray
Care

Share



2. Pray

Ask for God’s heart for the 
person you noticed last week. 

Write their name on the palm 
of your hand each day to 

remind you to pray, for they’re 
precious to their heavenly dad. 

Lift up their brokenness and 
disenchantment, their desires 

and dreams, to the Lord. 
Ask that he will draw them, 
and use you to convey hope 
amidst anxiety and despair.

1. Notice

3. Care
4. Share

Practice |



3. Care

Each morning, light a 
tea-candle, asking God 
for a way to practically 

show them you care. 

Lord, use this love to 
return light in their eyes 
and hope in their heart. 

Now, do it.

1. Notice
2. Pray

4. Share

Practice |



SONG | They’ll know we’re 
Christians by our love

PRAYER | For those who’ve 
walked 

away & need 
Jesus’ Love



Benediction

Where is this Jesus, 
the one you call Messiah?

Christ is Risen! 
Christ is here among us!

I do not see him. 
I don’t believe you.

[LOUDER] Christ is Risen! 
Christ is here among us!

Let me see his body, 
his hands and his feet.

We are Christ’s body; 
We are Christ’s feet.



Benediction

You see the suffering 
in the world? 
Where is Jesus now?

We are going 
into the world to be 
the body of Christ.

Let us go together, let us 
partner with others.

For we are the 
body of Christ: let us 
share the Good News!

Amen.



Finding Naasicaa Pt. 4
Letters 13–17, pp. 162–202 

Open Book | June 25
https://zoom.us/join

ID   = 333-262-992 
PW = openbook

padlet.com/david_benson/OpenBook

https://zoom.us/join
https://padlet.com/david_benson/OpenBook


Quarry Church
Sundays, 8am




