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/7%, )t Rejoiced City Look Like? ¢

1

The citizens of God'’s city are the

best possible citizens of their earthly cities. Ve diddad D

REv. TiMm KELLER

If the missional call of the church is to “rejoice” our cities by offering .

our neighbors foretastes of kingdom realities, we need to understand
what the Scriptures tell us about the cqmm’giklrfggiom Congregational
leaders need to know the marks of the kiﬁgdom—its characteristics, fea-
tures, purposes and virtues. Then they need to preach and teach on these
kingdom marks, helping their congregants catch a vision for what a re-
joiced city looks like. Church members then have direction for strategi-
cally deploying their God-given vocational power to advance those king-
dom expressions.

One helpful way of identifying these kingdom features is to examine
closely the “preview” passages in the Bible. Pop a movie into your DVD
player, and you'll first see previews of coming attractions. Similarly,
throughout the Bible are previews of the coming “feature film™ the king-
dom of God in all its consummated fullness. These texts offer us glimpses
into what life will be like in the new heavens and new earth.

Jesus used a preview passage (Is 61:1-2) when he stood up in a Nazarene
synagogue and announced his mission on earth. Many believers are famil-
iar with preview passages like Isaiah 11:6 (“the wolf will live with the
lamb”) and Micah 4:3 (“they will beat their swords into plowshares”) be-
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cause these are commonly read during Advent. Many other preview pas-
sages, however, are less familiar.

~ A comprehensive study of all the preview passages is beyond the scope
of this book. However, we can launch an initial excavation based on a col-

2\ lection of preview passages.! These offer us a clear view of the characteris-

tics of the consummated kingdom. Preeminently, the preview passages
reveal that the consummated kingdom is marked by two major, closely
related features: justice and shalom. A rejoiced city, therefore, is one where
ever-greater tastes of justice and shalom are made real. :

Both concepts are massive. Using a couple of shorthand organizing
schemes, I'll examine several specific dimensions of justice and shalom.

11 Along the way, we'll meet Christians who are nurturing those aspects of
| justice and shalom through their work. My hope is that this material pro-

vides fodder for sermons and illustrations as church leaders seek to inspire
their flock to catch a vision of being the #saddigim who rejoice the city.

JUSTICE

The latter half of Proverbs 11:10 draws our attention to the vital place of
justice in rejoicing the city. The full verse reads, “When the righteous
prosper, the city rejoices; when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy.”

Readers familiar with Old Testament study recognize a structure here
common to much Hebrew poetry: parallelism. Essentially, the poet says
the same thing twice in a verse, using two slightly different constructions.
In Proverbs 11:10, there is a connection between the “righteous prosper-
ing” on the one hand, and the “wicked perishing” on the other. Notice
that both events—the righteous prospering and the wicked perishing—
produce the same reaction: wild rejoicing. Jubilation arises when the
wicked—who are described over and over in the Old Testament as doers
of injustice and inequity—are cast down and replaced by the #saddigim, the
doers of justice.

When the righteous prosper, justice prevails. The fsaddigim seek to
bring into reality three dimensions of justice that mark the consummated
kingdom.? These are presented in figure 1.1. We'll look at each in turn.

Rescue. The consummated kingdom is marked by the end of all oppres-
sion. In it, the poor, the innocent and the helpless will be rescued from all
the grim realities they face at the hands of violent oppressors. Psalm 10
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Justice

g

Rescue Equity Restoration

Figure 1.1, Three dimensions of justice

paints a terrifying picture of these realities, noting how the wicked person
“hunts down the weak” and “lies in wait like a lion in cover” to attack and
drag off the poor. The prophet laments in Isaiah 5:23 that the wicked
“acquit the guilty for a bribe but deny justice to the innocent” and that they
are “swift to shed innocent blood” (Is 59:7). Under the wicked, the social
order is bankrupt and the people feel hopeless: “Justice is far from us, and
righteousness does not reach us. We look for light, but all is darkness; for
brightness, but we walk in deep shadows” (Is 59:9).

The work of rescue is about remedying these sorts of violent injustice. It

| involves identifying, exposing and transforming situations where there is

an abuse of power, typically perpetuated through coercion and deception.
It means bringing about the kinds of foretastes of justice celebrated in
Isaiah 62:8-9 (ending bonded labor) and Isaiah 61:1 (freeing the illegally
detained from their dark prisons).3

British solicitor Matthew Price has deployed his vocational talents to
affect these kinds of rescue. For two years, Matthew and his wife and baby
boy made their home Kampala, Uganda, serving the cause of justice on a
short-term assignment through a British mission agency, BMS World
Mission. There Matthew came alongside the Ugandan Christian Law
Fellowship (UCLF), mentoring paralegals and law-school students to
train them in “maintain[ing] justice in the courts” (Amos 5:15). Under his
supervision, the students reached out to prisoners, many of whom were
victims of illegal detention. They were not served due process of law and
had languished in overcrowded jails for months, not even knowing what
crimes they were charged with.

Matthew and his team visited police stations and jail cells to advise
prisoners of their rights under Ugandan law. By the end of his first year,
Matthew and the UCLF lawyers had offered representation to more than
260 prisoners, and nearly two hundred of their cases were completed. He
explains, “Through the intervention of Christian lawyers these prisoners

¥
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have finally tasted justice in their case, whether by way of an acquittal and
release or conviction and a defined term of sentence.™

Egquity. The second dimension of justice we see in the preview passages
is equity. Isaiah 11:4 celebrates the time to come when the King will right-
eously “judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth”
(asv). Jeremiah looks forward with similar anticipation: “The days are
coming,” declares the Lorp, ‘when I will grow a righteous branch for
David. He will be a king who will rule wisely. He will do what is fair and
right in the land” (Jer 23:5 God’s Word Translation).

Other prophets also celebrate the equitable relations that will character-
ize life in the new heavens and new earth. In Isaiah we learn no more scoun-
drels will be in power, defrauding the needy (Is 32:5-8). Ezekiel prophesies
that there will be no one who plunders the weak (Ezek 34:17-22).

Equity is not a simple word to define. It denotes fairness and impartial-
ity. Equity is about ensuring that the poor and weak are not disproportion-
ately burdened by society’s common problems. It is about promoting public
policies that do not favor the rich over the poor but treat people equally. It
is about avoiding policies that unfairly burden the poor and weak.

Equity is somewhat easier to describe than to define. Consider, for ex-
ample, the process of seeking equitable solutions to the challenge of provid-
ing affordable housing in a community. Such housing has to be constructed,
and that requires money. Decisions have to be made about where to locate
the units. Those decisions entail costs. To oversimplify for the purposes of
illustration, in light of this societal challenge, two possible paths could be
pursued. One involves concentrating the building and placement of afford-
able housing in poor, politically weak communities such as inner-city
1 neighborhoods. We might label this approach “concentrating the burden.”
" The other path involves distributing the cost of building the housing over a
wide region and spreading those units across many different neighbor-
hoods. We might label this approach “sharing the burden.”

In many cities, the first path is taken—largely as a result of NIMBYism
(“Not In My Back Yard”). Better-off citizens in suburban municipalities
don’t want such housing to be built in their neighborhoods, out of fears
about crime or depressed property values. Since the economically well off
are typically also well connected politically, affordable housing often gets
" built only in already depressed areas of an inner city. This creates what

What Does a Rejoiced City Look Like? 31

scholars call “concentrated poverty neighborhoods.” And that brings at-
tendant problems such as overwhelmed schools, higher crime rates and
social isolation. These social problems have economic costs (for example,
it is harder to start businesses in concentrated poverty neighborhoods).
This approach also financially squeezes the municipalities where concen-
trated poverty neighborhoods exist. They have to spend more money on
law enforcement and social welfare programs while having less revenue
from property and business taxes.

The second path is the more equitable approach. In this scenario, the
costs for constructing housing are shared across a metropolitan region, and
the housing units are scattered throughout the area to avoid creating con-
centrated poverty neighborhoods. This is a more difficult approach to put
into practice politically, but it has been implemented in places where per-
severing citizens demanded it.

Lobbyist Rich Nymoen played a role in a successful faith-based cam-
paign to pursue just this approach to the affordable housing issue in the
Twin Cities area of Minnesota back in the mid-1990s.® He was a new at-
torney from the University of Minnesota Law School. His decision to get
involved in the effort was prompted in part by his embrace of the concept
of metropolitan equity. He’d learned of this idea through an adjunct pro-
fessor at the university, Myron Orfield, who was also a state legislator at
the time.”

Orfield was pushing a variety of legislative initiatives, including one
called “fair share” housing. The approach was attractive to Nymoen as it
emphasized that “we’re all in this together.” It called for a regional ap-
proach to share the costs of constructing affordable housing.

Nymoen began working with a coalition of congregations and nonprof-
its that eventually was named ISATAH. It first led a successful campaign
to heavily increase state funding for affordable housing. Then it began
promoting the idea of inclusionary housing—scattering affordable hous-
ing in mixed-income developments to avoid the problems of concentrated
poverty.

This battle to promote equity wasn’t easy, and it took three years. In the
end, decisions about affordable housing were placed into the hands of a
seven-county metropolitan council. The council members negotiate hous-
ing goals (such as the number of units to build and where they would be
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located). Each county contributes financially to the regional housing fund,

instead of that burden being borne by the city of Minneapolis alone.

Restoration. The third dimension of biblical justice we see in the grand
story of creation/Fall/redemption/consummation concerns reé't'bf;ition.

In the Bible, justice is a relational concept, not simply an abstract legal
concept. That is to say, biblical justice is not solely concerned with the
punishment of wrongdoing, but with the healing of wrongdoers and their
restoration to the community. Justice and salvation are linked concepts. As
one scholar put it, “The justice of God is all about restoring wholeness in
relationships—with God and with other human beings.”®

Much of Zechariah 8 is a preview passage, and two verses speak of
God’s restorative justice (Zech 8:16-17). The Israelites have committed
grave offenses against God. They have acted unjustly, failing to render
just judgments in the courts, swearing falsely and plotting evil against
their neighbors. God’s response is not only punitive but also corrective.
The text recalls God’s judgment, but God promises forgiveness and a
restoration of the relationship, and then reminds the people not to repeat
their former sins.

In a rejoiced city, the criminal justice system includes this notion of
restorative justice, as opposed to focusing exclusively on retributive justice.
Certainly it calls offenders to account, yet it also seeks to address the harm
of the crime, not just the legal offense against the state. It takes the victim
seriously and seeks the reinstatement of the offender into the social fabric
when possible. Recognizing that crime is about harm to human relation-
ships, it seeks reconciliation of those relationships to the greatest degree
possible.?

The restorative justice movement has had some success in infiltrating
criminal justice systems in the United States and abroad. The system in
Genesee County, New York, is one of them. There a sheriff named Doug
Call and a longtime public servant named Dennis Wittman worked to-
gether to incorporate key principles of restorative justice into the way the
county prosecuted nonviolent offenders. The initiative became known as
Genesee Justice.

By the late 1970s, Call had deepened his faith by attending seminary
and become convinced that true justice was not always served under the
prevailing system. He recalled a case in which a young woman lost both
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legs in an accident caused by a twenty-year-old man. The young man was
sentenced to one year in jail. At the end of the year, he moved to nearby
Rochester and took a good-paying job. The victim, meanwhile, was left
legless and in debt because of medical bills.

“The system broke down in her case,” says Call. “We didn’t make him
[the offender] constructively responsible for his crime.”® Call felt it was
time to try a different approach. The more he talked about it, the more his
friends urged him to run for the office of county sheriff. He did, winning
that post in 1980.

Early on, Sheriff Call hired former fellow seminarian Dennis Witt-

| man, who was then serving as a town supervisor in the area. Call asked

Wittman to establish a new sentencing program requiring community
service for nonviolent offenders. Call wanted offenders to do some good
for the community rather than just sit in jail, being a drain on taxpayer
dollars. Over the next twenty-five years, Wittman tirelessly imple-
mented the program. When he retired in 2006, nearly five thousand
offenders had performed more than 350,000 hours of unpaid work in
Genesee County.

The two men were pleased with the program but felt Genesee Justice
also needed to do more to attend to crime victims. Over the years, they
implemented several new initiatives. One involved partnering with the
local faith community to provide practical assistance to victims, such as
home repairs in cases of robbery. Another brought changes to sentencing
procedures whereby victims were permitted to offer “impact statements”
about the harm they had suffered. A third was a reconciliation program
bringing victims and offenders together face-to-face in mediated conver-

" sations. Wittman says, “Wherever there was a gap in the justice system we

tried to fill it.”1

SHALOM
A rejoiced city is marked by the three dimensions of justice noted above:

|| rescue, equity and restoration. It is also a place where justice’s twin sister,

shalom, is evident in increasing measure.

Theologian Cornelius Plantinga Jr. defines shalom as “the webbing to-
gether of God, humans, and all creation in justice, fulfillment, and de-
light. . . . We call it peace, but it means far more than mere peace of mind
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or cease-fire among enemies. In the Bible shalom means universal flourish-
ing, wholeness, and delight. 12

The consummated kingdom is characterized by shalom in the four fun-
damental relationships of life: peace with God, peace with self, peace with
others and peace with the creation. Several of the characteristic marks of
the kingdom can be loosely organized under those four headings, as de-
picted in table 1.2.1* I say “loosely” organized because some kingdom val-
ues, such as beauty or wholeness, could fit under more than one heading.
But this schematic offers us a starting point for constructing a robust un-
derstanding of the dimensions of shalom. Let’s look at each in detail.

Table 1.2. Marks of the Consummated Kingdom

Peace with God 1! Peace with Self \

Intimacy with God \ \ Health/Wholeness YWt byt

Beauty Hope 3
Comfort.

Peace with Others Peace with the Creation P FYVISIR

Unity Economic flourishing : \ At

Security/Lack of Violence Sustainability

PEACE WITH GOD

Intimacy with God. At the center of our joy in the consummated kingdom
will be our intimate relationship with God. As Zephaniah exulted, we will
shout aloud” and “be glad” because the Lord will be wizh us. The
awesome Creator of all will “rejoice over [us] with singing” and “take great
delight” in us (Zeph 3:14-20). We will see him “face to face” (1 Cor
1312},

With this great hope before us, an essential part of our mission now is

» o«

“sing,

introducing people to a personal relationship with God. Evangelism that
! leads people to follow Jesus offers new believers a foretaste of the intimacy
with God they will one day experience for eternity. Many of us have op-
portunities to do evangelism through our work-based relationships.

Stanley Tam is an excellent example. He’s been running thriving busi-
nesses since the 1930s. He legally incorporated one firm, United States
Plastic Corporation, so that God was a 51-percent shareholder. The com-
pany has made over 120 million dollars. Tam sends millions of that to
support evangelistic ministries worldwide. He reports that through such
groups, some 140,000 people have made decisions for Christ,
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But Tam doesn'’t just write checks so others can do the work. He’s an
evangelist himself. He “retired” a few years back and opened a small furni-
ture-making store. On its front door, he hung a sign: “Are you seeking peace?
Come in for a free Bible.” It has led to many interesting conversations.

Heisman trophy winner Danny Whuerffel seized opportunities he had
to share his faith during his first “real” job after college—as a professional
football player for the New Orleans Saints. He recalls expecting to be
ridiculed in the locker room for his faith, but he found that the opposite
happened. In the highly competitive and stressful world of professional
sports, Danny’s pastoral heart and manner were attractive. The environ-
ment “created a lot of ministry opportunities where people actually came
to me asking some really neat questions,” he explains.*

Additionally, in his first year with the Saints, Danny and a fellow team

member started an Our Daily Bread club:

We'd challenge people to read Our Daily Bread [a monthly devotional
booklet with short, daily readings] each morning, and you had to remember
what it was about. And if anyone asked you and you didn’t know, you had
to put a dollar in the pot. And I thought we’d get maybe five or six guys, but
we ended up with fifty-six players and coaches that year.

Danny established similar clubs in the other pro teams he played on.
His years as a quarterback offered, as he says, “a pretty great opportunity
to share who I was and to share my faith and how that could connect in the
world of the NFL.”

Beauty. In the new earth, nature’s comeliness will reach its pinnacle;
the wilderness itself will burst into blossom, and streams will gush in the
desert (Is 35). To complement all this natural beauty, human culture will
flourish. All the great creativity of humankind—artistry in music, dance,
painting, woodcrafts, sculpture, architecture and more—will be brought
into the New Jerusalem (Is 60).

God is the source of all beauty and creativity. Artists, musicians, sculp-
tors, writers, actors and dancers can lead people into worship of this God.
Artistic talent can connect us to that transcendent beauty; it has a “verti-

' cal” purpose.®

Artists Jessie Nilo and Lisa Marten from Boise Vineyard Church in
Idaho have brought beauty to many. Jessie, a graphic designer and illustra-
tor, launched VineArts at the church in 2004. Her group of twenty profes-



36 KINGDOM CALLING

sional and emerging artists deployed their talents to create spaces in the
church building for worship prompted by beauty. Jessie felt there had been
nothing “visually moving” at the church facility to complement the Vine-
yard’s spiritually rich teaching. So VineArts painted murals on the walls.
It also created a gallery at the church, with artwork from a variety of
media, where congregants could spend quiet time. “I really wanted it to be
about worship and contemplation,” Jessie explains.1

One day the Vineyard’s missions pastor suggested to Jessie the possibil-
ity of an arts-oriented short-term mission trip abroad. He'd told his Ecua-
dorian pastor friend about how VineArts was enriching the worship life of
the Boise congregation, and that pastor asked if some artists would come
to his church. In June 2010, five artists from Boise Vineyard traveled to
Quito to serve Iglesia la Vifia.

The highlight of the trip was a special morning of worship and arts
facilitated by the team. In the worship room, they set up several large can-
vases alongside small tables with paint supplies. “The pastor explained to
them that this was a morning where all forms of worship, including our
creativity, would be brought,” Lisa says.”” While the musicians played
worship songs, congregants could get up and paint on the canvases to ex-
press their hearts to God. “It seemed to involve all the senses at once,”
Jessie recalls. “They came up with some beautiful imagery—around
themes of redemption and transformation and living water.” On that Sun-
day morning, God met his worshipers in a moving way as they spoke to
him through a new, visual language, thanks to artists using their vocation
for the kingdom.

PEACE WITH SELF

Health/wholeness. How wonderful it will be in the age to come when we
enjoy freedom from the decay of our bodies. In the consummated king-
dom, there will be no more blindness or deafness (Is 32:3-4). The “lame
will leap like the deer” (Is 35:6). There will be no more sickness of body or
mind or spirit (Is 65:19).

Jesus’ earthly ministry showed him ever attentive to the sick. Time and
again, he snatched foretastes of the coming kingdom and granted suffer-
ers healing and relief. Today we continue to represent him as we build
medical clinics and hospitals, create new distribution channels to get pre-
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scription medicines where they are needed, advocate for adequate access
to health care for all who need it and conduct research into new health-
care technologies.

As a primary care physician in a small private practice, Dr. Andy Mac-
farlan reports that his faith motivates him to take a very holistic approach
to patient care. He believes that God has created human beings in such a
way that the spiritual, emotional and physical all intertwine. When doc-
tors attend to patients with resources for all these arenas, he says, the pa-
tient gets the best possible care. To him, this is what it looks like to ad-
vance the kingdom value of wholeness.

This approach requires a deep commitment to relationships. Andy’s
conviction that “the purpose of life is about love relationships with God,
self, others and the environment” motivated his desire to go into primary
care medicine.’® He also never wanted to work in a big practice, because
time with patients might be compromised. Andy measures success in terms
of not only providing the most excellent and competent health care, but
also delivering it in a way that deeply respects patients. For him, a huge
part of the definition of success is having patients “go out of [here] saying,
‘I was listened to; I was given enough time. They respected me.”

Out of respect for his elderly patients, Andy has sponsored special
luncheons in his home for those over age seventy. “I want to celebrate the
gifts they have given me in my practice over the years,” he explains. His
relationships with his senior patients have deepened his spiritual life.
“These are the people who have a long-term perspective on what it means
to have a relationship with God and know where God is in their life and
how important that is over time,” he says.

Andy’s desire for patients to be served with dignity through a long-
lasting relationship with a primary doctor has motivated him to launch a
new initiative in his city. A free clinic there serves the working poor who
lack health insurance, but they rarely see the same doctor. So Andy
founded the Physicians Partnership Network (PPN). Through it, doctors
coordinate pro bono care for patients who meet certain eligibility require-
ments. Each doctor agrees to take on a certain number of patients through
PPN and serve them at their own offices. The free clinic then handles
paperwork and provides liability coverage for participating doctors. Al-
though PPN began in late 2010, Andy had already recruited thirty-six
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doctors who were seeing about 250 patients through the program as of
early 2011.

Hope. There is a way in which all the preview passages are about hope.
All make promises about what the glorious future life in the new heavens
and new earth will be like. They speak to us in the midst of our pain and
assure us that none who hope in the Lord will be disappointed. We learn
that God will set “the lonely in families” (Ps 68:6), and he will heal the
barren (Ps 113:9). Because of God’s goodness, faithfulness and justice, the
islands will put their hope in his law (Is 42:3-4). In the new creation, all
our hopes—for change, for healing, for renewal, for reunion, for resurrec-
tion—will be fulfilled.

Offering hope to those who feel hopeless is kingdom work. Through
their work as urban gardeners, Mark and Courtney Williams are nurtur-
ing hope in their distressed neighborhood in inner-city Pittsburgh.

Courtney grew up in rural Kentucky, where farming was “very much a
part of the culture I knew,” she says.!’ After graduating from Wheaton
College, she worked at Grow Pittsburgh, “an urban agricultural organiza-
tion that grew vegetables for high-end restaurants and worked with teen-
agers from troubled neighborhoods.” There she honed her gardening skills
and gained knowledge in health and nutrition. When her husband’s non-
profit employer decided to launch a summer urban-gardening initiative,
they hired Courtney as coordinator. The program was such a hit that the
job became full time.

Today she and Mark oversee the three Lots of Hope gardens. One
emerged from a long-standing community eyesore: an abandoned baseball
field that had been “waist-high with weeds and bushes and garbage.” Middle-
school students of the neighborhood cleaned up the trash, turned the sod
and planted seeds. The theme verse for the project, Mark explains, is Gen-
esis 2:15: “The Lorp God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it.”?°

Life isn’t the way it ought to be for these kids, Mark says. They suffer
because of abuse, family members with addictions, discrimination and
poverty. But as they work to turn the vacant lot into a thing of beauty and
health, they accomplish “one small step towards making this neighbor-
hood like it’s supposed to be.”?!

The Lots of Hope name came about because of the transformation

What Does a Rejoiced City Look Like? 39

Courtney and Mark witnessed among the middle-school students involved

in the program. As Mark reports:

The pre- and post-test was just a one-question survey. We said, “Do you
believe it’s possible for our neighborhood to change?” Without fail, all the
kids said no. At the end of our semester, [the survey] said, “Do you believe
it’s possible for our neighborhood to change?” All of them said yes.?”

Comfort. God cares about the wounded in spirit. Rich in compassion,
he comes with “comfort speedy.”?* His comfort is expressed in multiple
metaphors in Isaiah 54—of those rejected and abandoned who experience
embrace; of the disgraced and humiliated who receive new dignity and
healing; of the widow who experiences the Lord himself as husband.

Presence with the grieving, counseling for the afflicted—these are
kingdom works. Our efforts to uncover the mysteries of mental illness, our
therapy programs to heal the sexually abused and emotionally trauma-
tized, our work in all kinds of counseling centers and rehabilitation camps,
and our faithful visitation ministries to shut-ins and those in nursing
homes—all these are expressions of kingdom priorities.

Nurse Susan Beeney works daily to bring comfort to the grieving
through New Hope Grief Support. New Hope runs some thirty weekly
grief groups, provides grief counselors in public schools and partners
with the U.S. military in reaching out to grieving families of soldiers
killed in action. Most uniquely, in 2003 Beeney’s organization created
New Hope Kids Camp—the only camp of its kind in the nation. Each
camp provides fifteen grieving children between the ages of five and
eighteen with the priceless gift of time away, listening ears, group ther-
apy sessions, art, games, pet therapy, a mobile marine museum and na-
ture activities. “T’he camps are small in number, but they are huge in the

effect,” Beeney reports.?

PEACE WITH OTHERS

Unity. In the consummated kingdom, we will experience deeper, richer,
more satisfying community with other people. Isaiah 25:6-9 paints a pic-
ture of the great feast God himself will prepare for “all peoples.” In the
new earth, we will experience peace and harmony as members from every
“nation, tribe, people and language” join in common worship of King Jesus
(Rev 7:9-20).
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Today our efforts to encourage racial reconciliation and build diversity
and crosscultural sensitivity advance this kingdom foretaste of unity. In
the multiracial village of South Holland, linois, Mayor Don De Graff
has made the promotion of unity a major theme throughout his many years
on the job.

Fifty years ago, South Holland was a mostly white, historically Dutch
community. In 1990, the population was 86 percent white,5 Today De
Graff reports that the town is 72 percent African Americans, 23 to 24
percent Caucasians, 3 to 4 percent Hispanics and 1 to 2 percent Asians.?¢

To break down the barriers among these diverse groups, De Graff has
promoted CommUNITY dinners. As the Village of South Holland web-
site explains, “T'he main goal of CommUNITY Dinners is to foster posi-
tive discussions between people with differences in a relaxed and enjoy-
able setting. This helps members of the community get to know one
another in a positive setting.”?’ Several dinners are sponsored throughout

the year. “T'he churches, the business association and the schools all pro-
| mote these community dinners,” De Graff reports. “At these meetings
' [we have] opportunity to talk about this broader concept of ‘How do we
| liveina community together? What makes us tick? What makes us spe-
- cial and unique?”

The mayor also strongly encourages neighborhoods to hold block
parties. “We provided resources for that, which include food, fire en-
gines, police, park benches . . . all in an effort to try and bring people
together.” He's found that such social events can jump-start new friend-
ships between neighbors and catalyze the development of new neigh-
borhood associations.

In a multiethnic community, there is a risk of prejudice between racial
groups, prejudices that can be expressed in housing discrimination. De
Graff works intentionally with the local realtors association to “keep close
tabs on our housing situation.” The association provides him with “stats as
to the length of time it [takes] to sell a house, the average prices, and [we
watch for] abuses or red-lining, or any illegal, unethical activities.”

In South Holland, De Graff says proudly, “we have virtually broken
down the walls that typically divide people. And the reason is because we
make an honest and intentional intent, day in and day out, month in and

' month out, to address those head on. We are very proactive.”

{
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Security/lack of violence. One day, God will cause all wars to cease (Ps
46:9). In the new heavens and new earth, swords will be remade into plow-
shares (Mic 4:3). Nations will no longer take up arms against one another.
The day of violence will be eternally ended, and God’s people will enjoy
perfect security. As Ezekiel put it beautifully, we will be secure in our land
and live in safety, and no one will make us afraid (Ezek 34:27-28).

Today diplomacy to prevent and end warfare, and efforts to prot?ct
public safety, to nurture forgiveness and healing between former enemies
and to reduce violence (for example, through educational programs, men-
toring or therapy) all help to nurture foretastes of the peace that awaits us
in the age to come.

In Uganda, God has used a veterinarian to promote a foretaste of secu-
rity. Dr. Val Shean, a member of Christian Veterinary Mission, has b.een
serving in the Karamoja region of northeastern Uganda since 1992. Tnb?s
there have a decades-long legacy of warring over cattle. Things intensi-
fied in the late 1970s with the introduction of automatic weapons to the
region. “Since 1979 we have had fighting, fighting, fighting in this lal:ld,
from one corner to the next,” Shean says.?® A small cattle raid by one side
leads to retaliation, and then the violence escalates. “Sometimes hundreds
of people would come with machine guns, descending upon small vil-
lages,” she says. :

In spring 2009, though, a small miracle unfolded. More than six thou-
sand Karamojong people were peacefully resettled in over sixty villages.
These were members of the Pian and Bokora subtribes who had been kill-
ing each other. The peace accord was a direct result of Shean’s Iabors:

Among the “cattle-obsessed” Karamojong people, Shean was highly
regarded. Her professional prowess as a veterinarian earned her resp-ect
and friendships with leaders on both the Pian and Bokora sides. Having
gained their trust, she used her influence to urge them to stop the blood-
shed. She convinced leaders to study biblical principles of reconciliation.

Drawing on her networks, Shean brought a team of mature Christiafl
men from Oregon to Uganda to teach on reconciliation using Ken Sande’s
book The Peacemaker. In winter 2007, she and this team spent two weeks
teaching sixty influential elders and pastors, warriors and women from
each subtribe. Though they needed to adapt Sande’s book to the African
context, the biblical principles of peacemaking took hold, bringing revival
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and repentance among the people.?” In subsequent months, more than
2,500 people from the Pian and Bokoro groups completed the training.3°
In November 2007, representatives from each tribe met for a breakthrough
peace council.

PEACE WITH THE CREATION

Economic flourishing. The new heaven and new earth will be a place of
economic bounty. All people will have access to the resources needed for
their economic well-being. Every person will rest secure under his or her
own vine and fig tree (Mic 4:4) and enjoy the fruits of his or her labors (Is
65:22). All will have shelter (Is 65:21). Prosperity will reign as God lav-
ishly provides food: “In that day the mountains will drip new wine, and
the hills will flow with milk” (Joel 3:18). Hunger will be no more (Is
49:10).

Believers advance foretastes of the kingdom when they devote them-
selves to the great work of relief and development; to hunger alleviation; to
microenterprise; to sustainable agriculture; to efforts to find new ways to
provide everyone with adequate shelter and clean water; and to advocacy
for the rule of law so that just, free enterprise can flourish.

Diversified Conveyors Inc. (DCI), owned by Tom and Beth Phillips, is
bringing unique economic benefits to Memphis—and beyond. The com-
pany has become a leading manufacturer of conveyor systems for such gi-
ants as UPS and FedEx. It employs thirty-five individuals in the Memphis
headquarters and many more in field offices.

From the beginning, the Phillipses envisioned their firm as a “beyond-
profit” company. “Because of what Christ has done for us, how can we not
bless others?” they reason.*” DCI partners with Advance Memphis, a
Christian nonprofit that runs job training classes for residents of the
Cleaborn/Foote neighborhood (the nation’s third-poorest ZIP code). Res-
idents graduating from Advance Memphis have secured jobs at DCI. The
Phillipses have also created scholarship funds out of the company’s profits
that assist residents of Cleaborn/Foote to enroll in a vocational training
school or earn a bachelor’s degree in college.

Not only this, but the Phillipses recently hired a full-time missions co-
ordinator.*® Their company may be the only for-profit corporation in the
country with such a position. But with the number of partnerships DCI
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forms with ministries, and the significant amount of profits it earmarks
for charitable giving, wise stewardship required a full-time person in the
role. Locally, DCI supports urban renewal projects, literacy initiatives,
prison outreach and more. Internationally, it funds ministries doing every-
thing from health care to microloans, with partners in Nepal, Burma, Po-
land, Peru, Brazil and several other far-flung nations.

Sustainability. So many of the preview passages speak of the healing of

|the creation itself as God restores what was once barren. Isaiah 51:3 is
‘representative: “He will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like
the garden of the Lorp.” God will bring streams to the desert, making the
burning sands a pool and bedecking the wilderness with blooms (Is 35:1-2,
7). God loves the earth he created. He will one day set it free from its
groaning. Meanwhile, we show forth his goodness and his future inten-
tions by stewarding the creation with care.

Today human efforts to respond effectively to industrial accidents such
as oil spills, to conserve rare animal species, to reclaim polluted streams
and to better steward the natural world through green technologies and
buildings all participate in bringing foretastes of the new carth.

Oceanographer Jorge Vazquez says he still remembers long walks with
his father along the beach when he was a youngster. His dad would point
out different organisms and creation’s beauty. “Those long walks instilled
in me a love for understanding our planet, and more importantly, the de-
sire to make sure we are good stewards of the precious gift we call planet
Earth,” he says.?¥ Today as a scientist with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in California, Vazquez works to improve the quality of sea-surface
temperature data, an important element in the quest to understand and
monitor global warming.

CONCLUSION: TEACHING THE PREVIEW PASSAGES

The preview passages we've examined here are beautiful, inspiring and

hopeful. Missional leaders can use them to cast vision powerfully among

their congregants for the work of rejoicing the city through vocational

| stewardship. In closing, though, note that it is important to help con-
| gregants avoid two extremes as they listen to this sort of preaching.

On the one hand, some parishioners might wrongly assume that they

(or the church) can “just do it.” That is, they may vastly underestimate
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what it takes to usher in these foretastes of justice and shalom. They may
fail to rely sufficiently on Jesus and the Spirit. While the preview passages
permit us a big God-sized vision for our labors and our hopes, there is a
danger of them encouraging Utopianism. The kingdom of justice and sha-
lom will arrive in its fullness only at the return of the King. And only in
the King’s power—and by Ais wisdom and guidance—will we make prog-
ress in transforming our communities.

On the other hand, we must not allow parishioners to believe that,
because the fu/l vision of the preview passages won’t by realized until the
“age to come,” we don’t need to do anything now. It’s certainly true that

" we are waiting for the kingdom’s full consummation at Jesus’ return. But

while we wait, it is the task of the church—Christ’s body—to enact and
embody foretastes of the coming realities of that kingdom. We as Jesus’
disciples have the amazing privilege of péﬂicipatin’g in his work of resto-
ration. Indeed, joining him in this work constitutes the very center of our
redeemed lives.

To put it succinctly, we need to remember that the kingdom of God is
both now and nof yet.

Preaching on the preview passages directs believers’ gaze toward the
“life of the world to come.” That phrase is from the final sentence of the
Nicene Creed, which many Christians recite weekly in their congrega-
tions.*® Despite such creedal recitations—and the frequent injunctions of
the New Testament to fix our eyes on that which is eternal*’—many
churchgoers are not regularly looking in that direction. Many believers are
distracted easily by the cares, temptations and idols of this world. Few have
a clear vision for enacting and embodying kingdom foretastes. Conse-
quently, parishioners need regular reminders about the beautiful world
that is to come as well as exhortations to live #now in ways that correspond
to those hopes. Preaching the preview passages enables pastors to remind
congregants that Jesus is on the move to enact these realities—and is call-
ing us all to join him in his works of restoration.

Such preaching must then offer practical applications of what this looks
like. My hope is that the pictures painted here of Christians working to
advance tastes of justice and shalom help us to see what is possible and
plausible in this time when Christ’s kingdom is mysteriously both 7ow and
not yet.

What Do the
Righteous Look Like?

When the righteous [tsaddiqim]

prosper, the city rejoices.

ProvERBS 11:10

A central premise of this book is that the average middle-class (or
wealthier) Christian in America has been blessed with much from God—
skills, wealth, opportunity, vocational position, education, influence, net-
works. We are, in short, the prospering. The purpose of all these blessings
is simple to state and difficult to live: we are blessed to be a blessing. Our
generous heavenly Father desires us to deploy our time, talents and treas-
ure to offer others foretastes of the coming kingdom. Those who do so are
called the #saddigim, the righteous. What we saw from examples in Mi-
chael Lindsay’s book, though, is that it is possible to be the prospering
without being the #saddigim.

Clearly, living as the fsaddigim isn’t easy. It requires tremendous effort
and intentionality. More importantly, it requires power from God’s Holy
Spirit. It also requires understanding what a #addig looks like.

But it 75 possible.

In this chapter, we’ll examine the characteristics of the righteousness of
the fsaddigim.! And, since this book is mainly about our work lives, we’ll
focus especially on what it means to be the fsaddigim in the context of our
vocations.
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